
Professional Medical Society Consensus Guidelines:
Patient Selection Criteria for Accelerated Partial Breast Irradiation

ABS1 ASBS2 ACRO3
ASTRO4

Suitable Cautionary
Age ≥45 ≥45 ≥45 ≥50 40-49 years if all other criteria for “suitable” are met

50 y if patient has at least 1 of the pathologic factors 
below and does not have any “unsuitable” factors

Pathologic factors:
•  Size 2.1-3.0 cm a
•  T2
•  Close margins (b2 mm)
•  Limited/focal LVSI
•  ER(-)
•  Clinically unifocal with total size 2.1-3.0 cm b
•  Invasive lobular histology
•  Pure DCIS ≤3 cm if criteria for “suitable” not fully met
•  EIC ≤3 cm

Diagnosis All invasive histologies 
and ductal carcinoma in 
situ (DCIS)

Invasive ductal  
carcinoma or ductal  
carcinoma in situ (DCIS)

Invasive ductal  
carcinoma or DCIS

Invasive ductal or other favorable 
subtypes (ie: mucinous, tubular, 
colloid)  
Pure DCIS if:

•    Screen-detected
•   Low to intermediate nuclear 

grade
•   Size ≤ 2.5 cm
•   Resected with margins 

negative at ≥ 3 mm

Pure DCIS if ≤ 3 cm and does not meet criteria  
for “suitable”

Tumor Size ≤3cm ≤3cm ≤3cm ≤2cm 2.1-3.0cm

Surgical  
Margins

Negative microscopic 
surgical margins  
of excision

Negative microscopic  
surgical margins  
of excision

Negative microscopic 
surgical margins  
of excision

Negative by ≥2 mm Close  
(<2mm)

Nodal Status NØ NØ NØ NØ (i-,i+)
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